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High School and University Students’ Partnership Program
Incorporating Service-Learning and Entrepreneurship Education
-Educational Effects of Social Contribution Projects
in the SAGE JAPAN Program-

Takeshi MIYAZAKI Soka University, Nobukazu KIRIYAMA Soka University

This study examined the educational effects of SAGE JAPAN, a high school-university
cooperative program that incorporates service-learning and entrepreneurship education,
on the participating high school and university student supporters who assisted them in
their activities. As a result, firstly, the self-perception of the participants was that they
had acquired abilities similar the professional ones mentioned by the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry. Not all students, however, reacted in the same way. “Cooperativeness”
stimulated university students mostly, whereas “sense of responsibility,” “leadership,” and
“problem-solving skills” mainly piqued high school students. “Interest in social contribution”
and “ability to speak up” produced results in both groups. Secondly, there were some
criteria that gave different results for high school and university students. Specifically, “sense
of responsibility” and “leadership”, there was a significant improvement before and after
the activity, but in college students, there was a improvement, but no significance.
“Cooperativeness” showed significant improvements in university students, but not in high
school students. The reason for this was that the roles of the high school and university
students in the project were different, and in the process of fulfilling their respective roles,
they faced situations and opportunities that required them to have the necessary skills.
This made them feel the need to acquire and hone such skills, or reflect on their absence or
scarcity. The limitation of this study is that it was conducted based on a small sample size
in a single case and cannot be generalized as an effect of entrepreneurship education for

high school and university students.

Keywords: Service-Learning, Entrepreneurial Education, High School and University

Collaboration, Social Contribution Project, Problem-Based Learning






